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The Statute Railroad Laws of New York, containing the 

General Railroad Law, the General Corporation Law, the 

Stock Corporation Law, the Statutory Construction Law, 

the Rapid Transit Act, the Condemnation Law, &c, with 

Numerous Citations, &c. By George A. Benham, of the 

Troy Bar. Albany, N. Y. : W. C. Little & Co. 1894. 

One of the most striking evidences of the growth and 

development of our country is the number of books that has 

appeared of recent years, dealing with the laws peculiar to 

the larger and wealthier states. In the early years of the 

century, and, indeed, until a quite recent date, such works 

would have gone begging for a publisher, for they could only 

have commanded a very limited clientele. But now they are 

a necessity, since development along different and sometimes 

contradictory lines has rendered the law of one state often 

wholly inapplicable to another; and the accumulated mass 

renders a general work too bulky for handy reference. 

In this volume, however, the author has not wholly con- 
fined himself to the law of his own state ; he has also in- 
cluded the Interstate Commerce Act, and has referred to 
numerous decisions from other states, as well as from Eng- 
land, tending to explain the construction of the New York 
Statutes. This, of course, lends much additional value to the 
book, and redeems it from the accusation of mere provincial- 
ism, which might be successfully urged against some works 
of a similar scope, notably one published some years ago, 
that professed to treat of the subject of mandamus under the 
laws of the same state. 

In scope and execution this book proves an excellent 
development of its author's idea, and compares very favorably 
with other works on the same lines, such as Weimer on Rail- 
roads, to quote the most recent example. Of course, its use- 
fulness is limited by its scope to the state with whose laws it 
deals ; but to the lawyers of that state it is indispensable. 

R. D. S. 

The Federal Income Tax Explained. By John M. Gould 
and George L. Tucker, Authors of " Notes on the United 
States Statutes." Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 1894. 
Whatever may be the outcome of the present contest before 
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the Supreme Court over the constitutionality of the new 
Income Tax, this little book will be widely read. It is simply 
a clear and concise account of the construction put by the 
courts and by the Department of Internal Revenue upon the 
various clauses of the former Acts of this character, and a well 
drawn comparison between the provisions of the earlier laws 
and those of the Act of 1894, which, if it withstands the 
present assault upon its general constitutionality, will doubtless 
prove a fruitful field for future contests in which the interpre- 
tation of its separate clauses will figure. 

The book is thoroughly well arranged in the form of an 
annotation, the decisions upon each point of the previous Acts 
being grouped under a brief statement of the point itself. The 
authors have wisely abstained from entering upon any discus- 
sion of the wisdom or folly, constitutionality or unconstitu- 
tionality of the law. They have merely offered, in a practical 
and convenient form, the data which every lawyer, in whose 
hands is placed a case, under this law, will refer to. The 
exhaustive index adds materially to the value of the book. 

W. 

License Laws. All License Laws Restricting Inter- 
state Commerce are Unconstitutional. Chicago : J. 
A. Shepard, Publisher. 

The defendant in the case of City of Titusville, Pennsylvania, 
v.J. W. Brennan, 153 U. S. 193, was an employe of the pub- 
lisher of this little pamphlet, which contains a history of the 
case, and a copy of the decision of the court of last resort. 
Accompanying it is a leaflet in which are set forth what the 
author considers the steps advisable to be taken by "drum- 
mers" for their protection in case they are arrested for selling 
without a license when engaged in interstate commerce. 



The Collector Publisher Company (Detroit) has issued two 
more of the excellent quizzers, or series of questions and 
answers, for students preparing for examination for admission 
to the bar, etc., No. 12, on Agency, and No. 13, on Partner- 
ship. Mr. Wm. C. Sprague is the author and compiler of 
these little books, and much credit is due his thoroughness in 
covering the ground of his subjects, and the order in which he 
has arranged the questions and answers. Quizzers on Black- 
stone, .on Domestic Relations, Criminal Law, Torts, Real 
Property, Constitutional Law, Contracts, and on Negotiable 
Instruments, have already made their appearance, and others 
are to follow. 



